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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 7637 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SA 

SUBJ: PRINCE SULTAN ON GULF SECURITY 
REF: KUWAIT 5430 

1 . THE INTERVIEW WITH SAUDI MINDEF PRINCE SULTAN CITED 
PARA 4 OF REFTEL APPARENTLY WAS AN EXCLUSIVE TO KUWAITI 
DAILY AL QABAS. IT WAS REPORTED IN THE SAUDI PRESS NOV 21 

IN A SHORT ARTICLE SOURCED TO THE QATAR NEWS AGENCY FROM 
KUWAIT. 

2. FROM THE EXCERPTS PUBLISHED HERE, SULTAN S REMARKS ARE 
CONSISTENT WITH VIEWS HE HAS PREVIOUSLY STATED PRIVATELY 
AND PUBLICLY. SULTAN HAS ALWAYS BRIDLED AT TALK OF A 
"POWER VACUUM" IN THE GULF, SEEING IT AS AN ATTEMPT TO 
JUSTIFY AN OUTSIDE PRESENCE IN THE REGION OR AN EXPANSION 
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THE PERSIAN GULF. 

3. PRINCE SULTAN IS ONE OF THE MAJOR FORMULATORS OF SAUDI 
GULF POLICY, ESPECIALLY WHERE SECURITY IS INVOLVED. HE 

IS AN EXPONENT OF SAUDI ARABIA'S ASSUMING A STRONG LEADER- 
SHIP ROLE AMONG THE SMALLER ARAB STATES OF THE GULF. HE 
IS AMONG THE MOST SUSPICIOUS OF THE SAUDI LEADERS WHEN IT 
COMES TO IRAQ, AND HE SEEMS ALSO TO BE AMONG THE LEAST 
TRUSTING OF IRANIAN MOTIVES. 

4. IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE HE APPEARS TO BE REFLECTING 
WHAT WILL BE THE SAUDI POSITION AT THE MUSCAT CONFERENCE: 
THAT TOO MUCH HAS BEEN MADE OF LATE OF THE QUESTION OF 
GULF SECURITY; THAT THERE IS NO PRESENT THREAT; THAT THE 
STATES OF THE GULF, RESPECTING EACH OTHERS RIGHTS AND 
SOVEREIGNTY, CAN LOOK TO THEIR OWN SECURITY; AND THAT IN 
VIEW OF THIS STATE OF AFFARIS THERE IS NO NEED FOR FORMAL 
GULF SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS. 

5. WHILE THE SAUDIS WILL GO TO MUSCAT NEGATIVE ON A GULF 
SECURITY TREATY, THEY WILL BE DOING SO AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS 
OF QUITE INTENSE CONSULTATION WITH SAUDI ARABIA'S SMALLER 
GULF NEIGHBORS ON A RANGE OF BILATERAL ISSUES, PROMINENTLY 
INCLUDING IMPROVED COOPERATION IN MATTERS OF INTERNAL 
SECURITY. 
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